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820 East Main St. • Belle Plaine
952-873-3244

Hours: Mon-Fri 8-7 • Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-5

paint • hardware • lawn & garden
clothing • pet • and more

Let Genesis Town and Country 
handle all of your fall lawn and 
garden equipment rental needs.

Get your yard work done quickly with our wide
selection of trusted professional-quality equipment.

• Auger
• Aerator
• Edger
• Tiller

• Lawn Sprayer
• Log Splitter
• Fertilizer & Seed
   Spreaders
• Lawn Roller

• Pressure Washer
• Stump Grinder
• Power Rake
• Overseeder
• Leaf Blower

• Hedger
• Chainsaw
• String   
   Trimmer

D o w n t o w n  N e w  P r a g u e  s i n c e  1 9 9 2

In-stock Lift Chairs

EXTRA 
$50 off

FREE LOCALDELIVERY

Yankee Candle

Fall Home Accents

Mattress Sale

30% off

25% off

NEW OWNERS
Derek & Beth Nelson

952-492-2300
www.ibjordan.com

Find out how you can save money with  
Auto-Owners Insurance multi-policy discounts.

Fall into savings...

THE BEST LOCAL 
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

Find out how you can save money with  
Auto-Owners Insurance multi-policy discounts.

Fall into savings...

THE BEST LOCAL 
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

 As the days get cooler and 
frost is in the air, deciduous 
trees and shrubs put on an 
autumn show in all shades of 
red, yellow, purple, orange 
and brown. The splendor of 
crisp fall days and vibrant 
leaves brings to mind memo-
ries for nearly everyone who 
lives in an area where decid-
uous forests are the domi-
nant vegetation. In many 
parts of the country, autumn 
leaves are an important fac-
tor in tourism.
 Many think that cool 
weather or frost cause the 
leaves to change color. 
While temperature may dic-
tate the color and its intensi-
ty, it is only one of many en-
vironmental factors that play 
a part in painting deciduous 
woodlands in glorious fall 
colors.

 According to the United 
States National Arboretum, 
the process that starts the 
result in fall color is actual-
ly a growth process. In late 
summer or early autumn, the 
days begin to get shorter, and 
nights are longer. Like most 
plants, deciduous trees and 
shrubs are rather sensitive 
to length of the dark period 
each day. Because the start-
ing time of the whole process 
is dependent on night length, 
fall colors appear at about 
the same time each year in 
a given location, whether 
temperatures are cooler or 
warmer than normal.
 During the growing sea-
son, chlorophyll is replaced 
constantly in the leaves. 
Chlorophyll breaks down 
with exposure to light in 
the same way that colored 

paper fades in sunlight. The 
leaves must manufacture 
new chlorophyll to replace 
chlorophyll that is lost in 
this way. In autumn, when 
the connection between the 
leaf and the rest of the plant 
begins to be blocked off, the 
production of chlorophyll 
slows and then stops. In a 

relatively short time period, 
the chlorophyll disappears 
completely.
 This is when autumn col-
ors are revealed. Chloro-
phyll normally masks the 
yellow pigments known as 
xanthophylls and the orange 
pigments called carotenoids 
— both then become visible 

when the green chlorophyll 
is gone. These colors are 
present in the leaf through-
out the growing season. Red 
and purple pigments come 
from anthocyanins. In the 
fall anthocyanins are manu-
factured from the sugars that 
are trapped in the leaf. In 
most plants anthocyanins are 
typically not present during 
the growing season.
 As autumn progresses, the 
cells in the abscission layer 
become more dry and corky. 
The connections between 
cells become weakened, and 
the leaves break off with 
time. Many trees and shrubs 
lose their leaves when they 
are still very colorful. Some 
plants retain a great deal of 
their foliage through much 
of the winter, but the leaves 
do not retain their color for 

long. Like chlorophyll, the 
other pigments eventually 
break down in light or when 
they are frozen. The only 
pigments that remain are 
tannins, which are brown.
 Temperature, sunlight, 
and soil moisture greatly 
influence the quality of the 
fall foliage display. Abun-
dant sunlight and low tem-
peratures after the time the 
abscission layer forms cause 
the chlorophyll to be de-
stroyed more rapidly. Cool 
temperatures, particularly at 
night, combined with abun-
dant sunlight, promote the 
formation of more anthocy-
anins. Freezing conditions 
destroy the machinery re-
sponsible for manufacturing 
anthocyanins, so early frost 
means an early end to color-
ful foliage.

Change in leaf color combines science with Mother Nature
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jordan carpet care

IT’S TIME FOR

FALL

CLEANING!

Professional Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

CALL (952) 492-2549
JORDAN, MN

Jim 
and 

Chris

INSTITUTE

CERTIFICATION

of INSPECTION,
CLEANING

and RESTORATION

Residential 
& Commercial

Competitive Rates
Free Estimates
No Gimmicks!CARPETS

UPHOLSTERY
FABRIC PROTECTANT
PET ODORS

AUTUMN 2017

Local hometown company for all your insurance needs.

Competitive Rates.

952-758-5964
www.npclinsurance.com

205 Cty. Rd. 37 NE,
New Prague, MN 56071

 • Farm Insurance • Machinery & Equipment 
 • Homeowners Insurance   Insurance
 • Renters Insurance • Property Insurance 
 • Liability Insurance • Casualty Insurance

Wishing All the Farmers 
a Safe Harvest• Residential • Commercial 

• 24 Hour Emergency Service • Trenching 
• Refrigeration and Air Conditioning 

• Baldor and Dayton Motor 
Sales and Repair

• Farm • Underground 
• Aerial Bucket Service 

• General Repair
 • MVEC Off Peak

brucestasney@bevcomm.net
(952) 758-2546 

15970 320th St., New Prague 

STASNEY ELECTRIC

Even though much of Minnesota has experienced a warm late 
summer, now is the time to make sure your heating system is 
working properly so you are prepared for the cold temperatures 
that are sure to come. 

A home furnace or boiler should be inspected and adjusted 
every year to ensure safe and efficient operation. It will help 
you save on your energy bill, too.

ENERGY STAR®, the government-backed program that 
certifies energy-efficient products, says dirt and neglect are 
the top causes of heating system inefficiency and failure.

The Minnesota Commerce Department and ENERGY 
STAR suggest the following measures to improve the effi-
ciency and safety of your home heating system:

• Change your furnace filter regularly. Check your filter 
every month, especially when in heavy use, and change it 
if it looks dirty. At a minimum, replace the filter every three 
months. A dirty filter will slow down air flow, making the 
system work harder and waste energy.

• Tune up your heating equipment yearly. Just as a tune-
up for your car can improve gas mileage, an annual tune-up 
of your heating system can improve efficiency and comfort. 
Schedule a tune-up now before the peak heating season ar-
rives and heating professionals get too busy. Check out EN-
ERGY STAR’s Maintenance Checklist and Ten Tips for Hir-
ing a Heating and Cooling Contractor.

• Install a programmable or smart thermostat. You can save 
both energy and money by automatically changing the tem-
perature of your home based on the time of day and whether 
you are at home or asleep.

• Seal your heating and cooling ducts. Leaky ducts that 
move air to and from a forced air furnace, central air condi-
tioner or heat pump are often big energy wasters. Sealing and 
insulating ducts can improve the efficiency of your system by 
20 percent or more.

• Consider installing ENERGY STAR-qualified heating 
and cooling equipment. If your system is not performing ef-

ficiently or seems to be near the end of its useful life, have 
it evaluated by a heating and cooling contractor and, if nec-
essary, replace it with a unit that has earned the ENERGY 
STAR label. It’s better to plan and replace your furnace or 
boiler now, before it fails in mid winter.

For more information, see ENERGY STAR’s Guide to 
Energy Efficient Heating & Cooling (pdf). Also, check out 
the Home Heating and Home Cooling sections of the Home 
Energy Guide, a publication of the Minnesota Department of 
Commerce.

Now is time to service your home 
heating system to improve safety, 

efficiency, and save money

Apple pie, pumpkins and blooming chrysanthemums are 
symbols of autumn. But nothing signals the arrival of fall 
more than the millions of leaves that begin to cascade from 
the trees as the temperatures dip. 

Many people feel nothing is more beautiful than the yel-
low, red, purple, and orange leaves that coat neighborhoods 
and countrysides each fall. But in spite of their beauty, leaves 
might be a nuisance to homeowners tasked with removing the 
growing piles of them from their lawns. Those with large oak 
and maple trees in front of their homes understand the seem-
ingly endless work of leaf removal.

As the days begin to grow shorter and colder, these changes 
trigger a hormone release in trees, prompting them to drop 
their leaves. This chemical message causes the formation of 
abscission cells where the leaf stem meets the branch, say bot-
anists at the Missouri Botanical Garden. So rather than merely 
dropping off of trees when the wind blows, the leaves actually 
fall off deliberately.

Left untouched, fallen leaves can contribute to lawn prob-
lems such as poor aeration, mold growth and moisture issues. 
Leaves also can cause staining on driveways and walkways. 
Prompt removal can help prevent any problems. To make fast-
er and easier work of leaf removal, keep these tips in mind.

• Mow over thin leaf coverage. If only a few leaves have 
fallen, use a mulching mower to shred the leaves until they are 
small enough that they won’t suffocate the lawn. The small 
pieces will decompose in the lawn, reintroducing nutrients as 
a result.

• Use an ergonomic leaf rake. Ergonomic rakes can pre-
vent back and arm pain, much in the way that ergonomic 
shovels do when shoveling snow.

• Invest in a quality leaf blower. Using a rake is good exer-
cise, but homeowners with large properties might want to use 
a leaf blower. These machines can dislodge leaves from bush-
es and hard-to-reach crevices, and they work faster than rakes. 

• Use a tarp. Rake or blow leaves onto a tarp and then drag 
the tarp to the curbside or to the back of a truck for proper 
disposal. Special leaf scoopers enable you to grab more leaves 
if they need to be picked up and transported. Otherwise, you 
can use the covers from two garbage pails to achieve a similar 
effect.

• Work with the wind. Rake in the direction the wind is 
blowing and downhill if your property slopes. This way it will 
be easier on you, and you won’t be working against Mother 
Nature.

• Spread out the job. Do not attempt to remove all fallen 
leaves in a single day. Schedule a few cleaning days during 
the season to make lighter work of the job than if you tried to 
do it all at once. Keep in mind that leaves will continue to fall 
throughout the season and you may need to spend a few days 
removing leaves from your yard. 

Removing leaves is a large part of fall home maintenance. 
Employ these tips to make this task less strenuous.

Simplify fall 
leaf cleanup

Fireplaces and 
w o o d - b u r n i n g 
stoves not only 
can be beautiful 
focal points within 
a home, but they 
also provide an 
additional source 
of heat and can be 
used to keep rooms 
or entire homes 
comfortable with-
out the need for ad-
ditional and poten-
tially costly heating 
sources. 

Just like more 
modern home heat-
ing systems, stoves and fireplaces need 
to be maintained, and that maintenance 
includes readying them before winter 
when they are used more heavily. En-
suring a fireplace or stove is in good 
working order helps to guarantee effi-
ciency of use and safety during the win-
ter months.

Open-flame heating sources carry 
with them certain risks. The Nation-
al Fire Protection Association states 
that, between 2009-2013, American 
fire departments responded to 56,000 
home structure fires that involved 
heating equipment. The NFPA notes 
that the leading factor contributing to 
home-heating fires is a failure to keep 
things clean, principally from solid-fu-
eled heating equipment. The following 
are a handful of ways to stay safe as 
you get ready for another cozy season 
around the fire. 

• Start with the chimney. Begin 
by having your chimney thoroughly 

cleaned and inspected. Creosote can 
build up inside of the chimney. Creo-
sote is highly flammable and becomes 
more difficult and expensive to clean 
the longer it builds up inside your flue 
lining. In addition, animals may have 
created nest inside of the chimney since 
the last time the fireplace was used. A 
professional chimney sweep should be 
hired in this situation. He or she will be 
able to effectively clean the chimney in 
a manner that is the least messy and dis-
ruptive to residents.

• Install or check smoke and car-
bon monoxide detectors. Operational 
alarms are essential to preventing in-
jury or death resulting from smoke or 
carbon monoxide inhalation. Such de-
tectors are inexpensive safeguards that 
should be installed on every floor of 
the house. Batteries should be replaced 
every six months, and the alarms them-
selves should be changed every five to 
10 years. 

• Inspect the 
chimney from 
outdoors as 
well. Inspect the 
mortar around 
any bricks in 
the chimney and 
surrounding ar-
eas for cracks. If 
left unaddressed, 
these can cause 
dangerous fires. 
If there are se-
rious cracks, a 
professional may 
need to make re-
pairs or the chim-
ney may need 

to be replaced. You also can have the 
chimney capped with a screen to keep 
animals and debris from entering.

• Inspect the damper. A damper is a 
valve or plate that stops or regulates the 
flow of air inside a chimney. It should 
be checked prior to the first use of a 
stove or fireplace so homeowners can 
be certain it opens and closes smoothly.

• Clear out flammable items. Move 
flammable items away from the front of 
a fireplace or stove. Be sure curtains or 
other home furnishings are far enough 
away that they will not catch fire from 
any errant sparks or flames.

• Order wood now. Be sure there 
is plenty of wood for the season. Ask 
a wood supplier to estimate just how 
much will be needed, and double-check 
that the wood will arrive in time for the 
start of the season.

By preparing for fireplace and wood 
stove use now, homeowners can ensure 
their winters are comfortable and safe.

Preparing your fireplace 
or stove for the season
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Barn Door

Hours:
Mon-Tues: Closed • Wed-Sat: 10 am-5 pm

Sun: 10 am-2 pm through October

222 Main St. E, Waterville 

507-362-4232 
Offering antiques, vintage, 

up-cycled and
handmade products from 

60+ vendors!

B’s

Custom Cabinets
C A B I N E T R Y  /  C O U N T E R T O P S

LAWNS ARE US
Specializing in 

Lake Shore Restoration 
& Boulder 

Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Paver Patios 
• Fire Pits
• Rain Gardens
• Ponds & Water Features
• Excavating
• Drainage Correction
• Irrigation Design & Maintenance
• Hydro Seeding & Sod
• Core Aeration & Over Seeding
• Delivery of Dirt, Mulch, Rock
• Complete Weed ‘N Feed Programs

www.lawnsareus.com
952-492-3160 / 507-931-0901

Let us do your holiday lighting!

EXCEEDING THE EXPECTATIONS 
OF OUR CUSTOMERS 

SINCE 1954

Mulch  •   Screened Dirt  •   Boulders
Decorative Rock  •   Limestone Gravel & Sand

Recycled Asphalt / Concrete
Driveway Improvements

Basement Excavation
Site Prep  •   Septic Design & Install

Demolition Landfi l l  On Site

Apple Bread Pudding Recipe
Bread Pudding adapts well to improvisation. Try using assorted breads, if available, 
and other flavorings such as grated lemon zest or orange zest.

Ingredients:
8 slices bread
4 Jonagold or Golden Delicious apples
1/2 cup golden raisins
1 1/3 cup milk
5 large eggs
3/4 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup (1/2 stick) butter, melted
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon nutmeg
1/4 teaspoon salt

Instructions:
1. Heat oven to 350 degrees F. Lightly grease an 11 3/4- by 
7 1/2-inch baking dish. Toast bread slices lightly and cut 
diagonally into quarters. Arrange a single layer of bread 
pieces in bottom of dish.

2. Core and slice 1 apple; reserve. Core and dice remaining 
apples. Spread diced apples evenly over bread in dish; 
sprinkle raisins on top. Arrange remaining bread in two 
lengthwise rows over diced apples and raisins. Place 
reserved apple slices between rows of bread.

3. In large bowl, combine milk, eggs, 1/2 cup brown sugar, 
the butter, cinnamon, nutmeg, and salt; beat until well 
combined. Pour over bread and fruit; sprinkle top with 
remaining brown sugar and bake 40 to 45 minutes or 
until firm. Serve warm or cold.

For the kids:
Apple Giggles
Fun for kids, but also makes an attractive 
garnish. vary the flavors of gelatin and use 
both red and yellow apples for a variety of 
color combinations.

Ingredients:
8 package (3 oz.) gelatin, any flavor
1 cup boiling water
1/2 cup cold water
Virginia Apples

Instructions:
1. Dissolve gelatin in boiling water; stir in 
cold water and set aside.

2. Core apples leaving bottom of apple 
intact. Hollow out some of the apple flesh 
to make room for gelatin.

3. Pour gelatin in apple and place apples 
in individual bowls to keep them upright. 
Chill until gelatin is firm. Cut in wedges 
to serve.

For the kids:
Blushing 
Apple 
Milkshake
Ingredients:
1 cup apple cider
1 cup milk
1/2 cup frozen yogurt or 
 nonfat vanilla yogurt
1 heaping tablespoon cinnamon 
 red hot candies
5-10 ice cubes

Instructions:
Combine apple juice, milk, yogurt, 
candies and about 5 ice cubs in blender 
container. Blend on high about 15 sec-
onds. Stop blender and add more ice and 
continue blending on high until all candies 
are combines. Pour into two tall milkshake 
glasses and garnish with red apple slice.

Nutritional Information:
Calories: 294, Protein: 6g, 
Fat: 9g, Carbohydrates: 48g,-
Fiber: 3g, Sodium: 266mg, 
Cholesterol: 121mg

Courtesy of the Washington 
Apple Commission

Cool weather often drives 
people to spend more hours 
indoors than they do during 
the warmer months. Autumn 
is a time to winterize gardens, 
put away lawn furniture and 
prepare for the holiday season. 
Autumn also provides the per-
fect opportunity to begin home 
interior projects. 

Many people decide to redec-
orate their homes to reflect each 
season. When temperatures 
change, it’s time to transition 
from the light colors and breezy 
fabrics symbolic of summer to 
thicker, darker materials that 
evoke coziness. 

With some inspiration and 
a little know-how, any home-
owner or apartment dweller can 
cozy up a space in time for fall 
and winter. 

• Invest in area rugs. While 
wood floors can look beautiful 
and work well with many dif-
ferent design styles, wood can 
feel chilly underfoot. Thick area 
rugs add warmth to a room and 
can help it look more lived-in. 
Area rugs also help a room ap-
pear more cohesive, coordinat-
ing with other colors in a space 
and providing a visual border.

• Practice layering in 
rooms. An affordable and rela-
tively easy way to make a room 
seem more cozy is to layer fab-
rics and other accents. Layers 
can include throws and blan-
kets. Remove place mats from 
the dining room table and use 
them on accent tables or an ot-
toman in the living room. Table 
runners also can add a splash 
of color to the top of bedroom 
dressers.

• Play with texture. Look for 
fabrics that boast texture and 
can add a tactile feel to spaces. 
When used on throw pillows or 
small accents, faux fur can cre-
ate that cozy cabin feel. Draper-
ies made from nubby fabrics or 
those with grooves and ridges 
can add dimension to a room as 
well. Even a lampshade made 
of an unusual fabric, such as a 
waffle-patterned material, can 
add a little depth and warmth to 
a space.

• Reevaluate your lighting. 
Lighting a space is more than 
just flipping on a switch. Find-
ing the right balance of lighting 
fixtures can instantly transform 
the feel of a room. Create more 
warmth and a cozy feel by 
switching out bulbs from cooler 
shades to warmer ones — those 
that give off yellow and pink 

hues rather than cool blues. Ac-
cent lighting helps establish a 
comfortable space for curling 
up and reading a good book. 
Spot lighting, such as fixtures 
that are trained on artwork or in-
side of a curio or china cabinet, 
also can set a more welcoming 
mood.

• Install a bookshelf and 
start a book collection. Piles 
and stacked books can add 
warmth to any space. Books 
evoke the hallowed halls of 
schools and quiet nooks in the 
library. Fill shelves with books 
interspersed with additional 
design accents, and you will in-
stantly make a room feel more 
inviting.

• Choose dark paint. Do 
not feel nervous about incorpo-
rating deeper shades in rooms. 
Dark colors give rooms a more 
enclosed feel than lighter colors, 
and that can create a warm and 
cozy feeling. This works partic-
ularly well in larger spaces that 
feel vast and empty. If you’re 
scared to paint all of your walls, 
try a darker shade below a chair 
rail or just paint one accent wall.

• Add architectural ele-
ments. Think about adding rich 
moldings to crown the ceilings 
or to frame doorways. If you 
have the space for a nook, cre-
ate a window seat beneath a pic-
ture window or add a bench and 
cushions in a corner for a nice 
escape spot.

Use the colder weather as an 
opportunity to reinvent some of 
the rooms in your home. With 
paint, texture, fabric, lighting, 
and more, rooms can be quickly 
transformed into cozy respites 
from the cold.

Transform spaces into cozy retreats

Fall Cleaning Checklist
GENERAL
	Dust/wash light fixtures
	Dust fans
	Wash windows
	Vacuum/dust blinds
	Wash walls and dust corners
	Touch up paint
	Dust lamps and shades
	Vacuum and spot clean furniture
	Set light timers to Fall/Winter hours
	Wipe out and dust kitchen cabinets
	Clean on top of/under the fridge
	Wipe out/clean fridge, get rid of 
 expired condiments and dressings
	Vacuum fridge condenser coil
	Clean oven(s) and stove top
	Dust/clean stove vents
	Clean baseboards and floor seams
	Clean the carpets
	Clean and wax (if necessary) 
 wood floors
	Clean and rotate mattresses
	Dust bedroom furniture
	Wash summer bedding and get 
 out winter bedding

	Swap out clothes and get rid of 
 anything you didn’t wear in the 
 Spring/Summer
	Get out and clean (if necessary) 
 humidifiers
	Replace air filter(s)
	Sweep the chimney(s)

OUTSIDE
	Check weather stripping around 
 doors and repair, if needed
	Wash door thresholds
	Clean gutters and downspouts
	Wash windows
	Wash screens
	Wash outdoor lighting
	Remove cobwebs
	Clean and cover patio furniture
	Cover the pool
	Winterize the yard

OTHER
	Clean out pantry and restock with 
 food for winter meals
	Back up computer hard drive
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320 1st St. S, Montgomery
507-364-7944

info@bisekinteriors.com
www.bisekinteriors.com
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Start a new career this Fall with Seneca Foods Corporation, a 
local food packaging and distribution facility located approximate-
ly 35 miles southwest of the Twin Cities that currently has full-time 
employment opportunities available.

Maintenance Mechanics Responsibilities include repair and 
maintenance of production equipment, employee relations, and 
other duties as assigned.  Qualifi cations should include two-year 
mechanical degree and/or equivalent work experience, good me-
chanical repair and trouble shooting skills, strong attention to de-
tail and accuracy, and willingness and ability to work and function 
in a team environment.

Electrician Responsibilities include but are not limited to install-
ing and maintaining plant equipment to meet specifi cations, re-
pair and trouble shooting of electrical wiring, controllers, lighting 
controls and electrical motors in a production environment and 
maintaining cost control over equipment and supplies for budget.  
Qualifi cations include a 2 year electrical degree from an accred-
ited school and ability to function in a team environment.  PLC 
experience preferred, but not required.

Seneca offers a competitive wage, excellent benefi t package and 
a fl exible work schedule October-May.  If interested please apply 
at www.senecafoods.com.

Seneca Foods is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  All qualifi ed applicants will 
receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, 

sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability or veteran status.

Jared Goplen 
and Dave Nicolai
U of M Extension

As summer field activities 
wind down, harvest will soon 
be in full swing. Take the 
time now to mow fenceline 
weeds to prevent or minimize 
seed production. Fencelines 
are often where weed infes-
tations start. By eliminating 
fenceline weeds, we prevent 
combine harvesters from 
picking up weed seeds from 
the field edges and pulling 
them into the field, where 
they can be further spread by 
harvesting and tillage equip-
ment.

Most weeds common to 
corn and soybean fields are 
in the flowering and seed 
development stages of their 
life cycle. This means that 
there is still time to control 
some fenceline weeds before 
they are able to produce vi-
able seed. Viable seeds may 
have already been produced 
by early-maturing broadleaf 
weeds like lambsquarters, 
kochia, and redroot pigweed, 
but later-maturing weeds like 
giant and common ragweed 
have just begun pollinating 
in many areas of Minnesota. 
Waterhemp and other pig-
weed species are able to pro-
duce viable seed within 10 

days of pollination according 
to University of Illinois re-
search, so it is important to 
control weeds soon after they 
begin flowering.
What if seeds are already 
present? Is it too late?

In scouting fenceline 
weeds, you may find some 
of the earlier-maturing weeds 
like kochia or redroot pig-
weed that have already pro-
duced seed. Although seeds 
are present, they may have 
less viability now compared 
to when they reach maturity 
in the next couple of weeks. 
Research conducted at Mich-
igan State University and 
the University of Delaware 
has found that terminating 
common ragweed, common 
lambsquarters, giant foxtail, 
jimsonweed, and velvetleaf 
before weed seeds reach ma-
turity can reduce inputs into 
the seed bank by 64 to 100 
percent. Although it is best 
to control fenceline weeds 
before seed production oc-
curs, mowing weeds while 
seeds are still developing can 
drastically reduce viable in-
puts into the weed seed bank. 
Giant and common ragweed 
are likely still pollinating in 
many areas of Minnesota. 
While there may be some 
immature seeds that are start-

ing to develop, seeds are 
still likely unviable, making 
it a great time to control gi-
ant and common ragweed in 
fenceline areas.

Mowing weeds now will 
also prevent weed seeds 
from getting picked up and 
run through the combine 
harvester. Combine harvest-
ers are great at spreading 
weeds across the field, and 
by mowing weeds now we 
can prevent some weeds 
from entering the combine 
altogether. If fenceline weeds 
are not mowed now, consid-
er harvesting around weedy 
fencelines this fall to pre-

vent spreading weed seeds 
throughout the field.
Summary

The recent rains and cool-
er temperatures have favored 
significant weed growth in 
field edges and fencelines. 
Since combines, tillage 
equipment, wind, and rain 
can all contribute to weed 
seed movement it is import-
ant that farmers assess late 
summer weed growth and do 
what they can to limit weed 
seed production. The win-
dow for reducing weed seed 
production via mowing is 
rapidly closing, but farmers 
are encouraged to do what 

they can to get a better 
handle on the weed seed 
bank, and prevent fence-
line weeds from moving 
further into the field.

Mow fenceline weeds now to prevent seed production

 Jared Goplen Photo
Mow fencelines now to minimize deposits to the weed seed 
bank.

Fencelines are a great 
way for weeds to move 
into crop fields. Fenceline 
weeds were not controlled 
the previous year in this 
field and herbicide-resis-
tant giant ragweed is now 
spreading into the field.

Chrysanthemums, often 
referred to as “mums,” are 
among the most popular 
flowers for autumn plant-
ings and landscape decor. 
But these hardy, often vivid-
ly colored plants are worthy 
of attention as early as the 
spring gardening season.

Although mums are most 
often purchased in Septem-
ber and October and cast 
aside shortly thereafter, the 
plant that many people mis-
take for an annual is actually 
a perennial — meaning with 
the proper care it can come 
back year after year. By 
planting mums in the spring, 
gardeners ensure the plants 
have enough time to develop 
solid root systems, including 
their hallmark underground 
runners that enable them 
to grow tall and wide and 
over-winter.

While it’s best to plant pot-
ted mums that were used in 
fall decorating after the flow-
ers die and before winter sets 
in, some container plants can 

still thrive and come back the 
following year. When clean-
ing gardens in the spring, do 
not trash withered mums that 
may have been stashed be-
hind the shed. Try planting 
them and you may be sur-
prised that they thrive and re-
bloom in the garden this year. 
Remove the dead branches 
and dried-up parts of the 
plant only after new shoots 
begin to grow.

Gardening experts advise 
planting mums in sunny 

spots with southern expo-
sure. However, be sure to 
keep the plants away from 
artificial lighting, such as 
streetlamps or garden accent 
lighting, as mums are short-
day plants that bloom only 
when the hours of darkness 
are greater than the hours of 
daylight. Mums that get too 
much light at night may not 
bloom to their fullest capac-
ity, or they may be “leggy,” 
with longer stems instead of 
being compact. Pruning or 

“pinching” mums in June and 
July will help keep mums 
compact as well, resulting in 
more flowers.

Mums desire a rich and 
moist but well-drained soil. 
Planted mums will require 
less water than contain-
er plants, but the ground 
should never become soggy. 
Well-watered plants will of-
fer more flowers.

Hardy mums work well as 
edging, in mass groupings to 
create a shrub-like appear-
ance and even in contain-
ers. Thanks to their relative 
affordability, mums are an 
inexpensive way to dress up 
landscapes. Mums are hardy 
in USDA zones five through 
nine.

Although fall-flowering 
mums may not be the first 
plants to come to gardeners’ 
minds at the onset of spring, 
planning chrysanthemum 
landscaping now can help 
ensure beautiful plants when 
spring and summer flowers 
begin to wither.

Mums not exclusive to fall

 Jared Goplen Photo
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Stop in for fantastic savings only 
offered during this event!

GRAND OPENING!
Fri., Oct. 13th and Sat., Oct. 14th

 Visit our NEW Savage, Showroom

Like us on

SAVAGE: 
4425 W. 123rd St.
952-808-0754

JORDAN: 
100 Eldorado Dr.
952-492-9276

MANKATO: 
241 St. Andrews Dr
507-345-8084

www.glowhearth.com
Call for a FREE in-home consultation today!

���������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������
�

Stop in for fantastic savings only 
offered during this event!

GRAND OPENING!
Fri., Oct. 13th and Sat., Oct. 14th

 Visit our NEW Savage, Showroom

Like us on

SAVAGE: 
4425 W. 123rd St.
952-808-0754

JORDAN: 
100 Eldorado Dr.
952-492-9276

MANKATO: 
241 St. Andrews Dr
507-345-8084

www.glowhearth.com
Call for a FREE in-home consultation today!

���������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������
�

Stop in for fantastic savings only 
offered during this event!

GRAND OPENING!
Fri., Oct. 13th and Sat., Oct. 14th

 Visit our NEW Savage, Showroom

Like us on

SAVAGE: 
4425 W. 123rd St.
952-808-0754

JORDAN: 
100 Eldorado Dr.
952-492-9276

MANKATO: 
241 St. Andrews Dr
507-345-8084

www.glowhearth.com
Call for a FREE in-home consultation today!

���������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������
�

Stop in for fantastic savings only 
offered during this event!

GRAND OPENING!
Fri., Oct. 13th and Sat., Oct. 14th

 Visit our NEW Savage, Showroom

Like us on

SAVAGE: 
4425 W. 123rd St.
952-808-0754

JORDAN: 
100 Eldorado Dr.
952-492-9276

MANKATO: 
241 St. Andrews Dr
507-345-8084

www.glowhearth.com
Call for a FREE in-home consultation today!

���������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������
�

Stop in for fantastic savings only 
offered during this event!

GRAND OPENING!
Fri., Oct. 13th and Sat., Oct. 14th

 Visit our NEW Savage, Showroom

Like us on

SAVAGE: 
4425 W. 123rd St.
952-808-0754

JORDAN: 
100 Eldorado Dr.
952-492-9276

MANKATO: 
241 St. Andrews Dr
507-345-8084

www.glowhearth.com
Call for a FREE in-home consultation today!

���������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������
�

Stop in for fantastic savings only 
offered during this event!

GRAND OPENING!
Fri., Oct. 13th and Sat., Oct. 14th

 Visit our NEW Savage, Showroom

Like us on

SAVAGE: 
4425 W. 123rd St.
952-808-0754

JORDAN: 
100 Eldorado Dr.
952-492-9276

MANKATO: 
241 St. Andrews Dr
507-345-8084

www.glowhearth.com
Call for a FREE in-home consultation today!


	Fall.Page1.Oct12
	Fall.Page2.Oct12
	Fall.Page3.Oct12
	Fall.Page4.Oct12
	Fall.Page5.Oct12
	Fall.Page6.Oct12

