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Happy Holidays from...

Fishtale Bar & Grill
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Knights of Columbus
Third Degree - New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Giesen Family Chiropractic
Dr. Heather L. Giesen, New Prague
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 The New Prague Area His-
torical Society is sponsoring 
a Christmas toy exhibit in co-
operation with Chad LeSuer 
of New Prague at the New 
Prague Library. The exhib-
it includes vintage toys that 
adults who grew up in the 

1970s and ‘80s would have 
played with. Titled “Toys of 
the ‘70s and ‘80s…Imagine 
This,” part of the inspiration 
for the exhibit is due to the 
current pandemic.
 The description for the ex-
hibit, which will be up until 

the end of January, explains 
that since children and par-
ents are both at home more 
due to the pandemic, children 
going to distance learning and 
parents working from home, 
parents are looking for board 
games and toys that require 
some imagination. “Board 
games are a benefit for chil-
dren,” states the description. 
“Children can spend quality 
time with parents and sib-
lings, which is important in 
navigating social skills.”
 Among the toys on dis-
play are several Hot Wheels 
vehicles that belong to Le-
Suer, a 1990 graduate of 
New Prague High School. “I 
started collecting Hot Wheels 
cars a few years ago,” he 
said. He explained collectors 
of the toy cars can be found 
on Facebook or the online 
site Hot Wheels Mafia. Le-
Suer has bought and sold 

cars through online auctions. 
Collectors range in age from 
18 to 80. “I sell all over the 
world,” said LeSuer. He said 
that one type of Hot Wheels 
that is popular is called the 
Redline, these are cars that 
had a red stripe encircling the 
tires. These include minia-
ture Chevy Silverado trucks. 
“Anything that is from the 
Redline era when people 
were younger,” he said about 
the small vehicles.
 LeSuer said other toys 
that are hot right now are 
those from the 1980s. These 
include toys connected to 
cartoons such as He-Man, 
Transformers and GI Joe.

 “Everybody loves their 
toys from when they were 
kids,” he said, adding that 
it brings back memories of 
when they were young.
 For LeSuer, his parents, 
Hal and Marsha LeSuer, 
owned the Montgomery 
Ward that was once in New 
Prague. One item in a dis-
play case is a hardcover store 
edition of the Montgomery 
Ward’s Christmas catalog. 
Appropriately the catalog is 
open to the toy section.
 LeSuer even had a cou-
ple friends loan some toys 
to the exhibit. Among them 
are Fisher-Price play sets of 
Sesame Street, a farm and a 

house. The exhibit also in-
cludes a 1940s Monopoly 
deluxe edition, a train set and 
electric hot rod from Hasbro 
that includes data cards that 
allowed a person to program 
the car to go where they want.
 For LeSuer his collecting 
and selling toys started out 
as a hobby. “My hobby has 
taken over my life,” said Le-
Suer, adding he would rather 
sell toys than the 25 years 
he spent repairing and de-
livering appliances. “I love 
it more now,” he said of this 
hobby.
 The next exhibit at the li-
brary will be about the Union 
Hill German community.

Among the objects that are part of the New Prague Area Historical Society’s toy display 
at the New Prague Library are a Fisher-Price Sesame Street play set and a hard cover 
store edition of a Montgomery Ward Christmas catalog.

Hot Wheels cars that belong to Chad LeSuer of New 
Prague are included in the display “Toys of the ‘70s and 
‘80s…Imagine This.” The display will be up until the end 
of January.

Vintage toys and a 
little imagination on 

display at library

 Joy Streefland enjoys celebrating Christ-
mas with lights and displays in her yard along 
Pershing Avenue. She realized that this year 
a little more was needed due to the pandemic 
and how it has affected so many families.
 “I get these ideas and hopefully this one 
will work out,” said Streefland.
 Her idea was to put out a box in her front 
yard for toys that states “Take one for kids, 
Leave one if you can.” She started the day af-
ter Thanksgiving, putting the box out around 
5 p.m. and bringing it in around 10 p.m.
 “It’s been worth it,” she said recently.

 

She explained that the take a toy, leave a toy 
is a way for people to give directly, without 
getting close due to the pandemic.
 Streefland’s daughter Lindsey helped her 
develop the idea. “She’s kind of excited about 
it,” said Streefland. If it works out they plan 
to do the gift giving through the holidays up 
to January 1st, which is when Streefland turns 
the lights off for another year. She noted it de-
pends on the response from people. What will 
she do if there are any left over toys? “I’m 
sure I can find a place to donate them,” she 
replied, adding there was the hospital or the 
Peace Center.
 Streefland’s house is one of several in her 
neighborhood that decorates with a large dis-
play.
 “To me that’s my gift to myself,” she said 
of the display. She enjoys seeing people drive 
or walk by and just marvel at all the lights 
and items from a quartet of dogs to Santa to 
trees to a Nativity scene. She noted the dis-
play changes each year.
 “Last year we had a lot of trees,” said Lind-
sey. “We will see the same people come by 
and look each year.”
 “It’s fun to watch the cars go by,” said 
Streefland.
 Lindsey helps out, explaining there are 
times it’s a challenge in making sure the 
lights will light up. “I like the puzzle of con-
necting them,” she said, adding she finds it 
rewarding.
 “People are really down this year and hope-
fully this will give them the smile they need 
to brighten their day,” said Streefland. Her 
family has already had a lot of people say 
thank you for the display and box.

Lindsey, left, and her mom Joy Streefland, with the take a toy, leave a toy box in front of 
their home along Pershing Avenue in New Prague. Joy and her family have been doing a 
Christmas lights display in their yard for years. This year she decided to put out

Neighbor Ana Boeckman, daughter of 
Paul and Annette Boeckman, provides a 
gift to the take a toy, leave a toy box at Joy 
Streefland’s house.

Helping children have a toy

Happy Holidays from...

Ace Hardware & Paint
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Bevcomm
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Edina Realty
New Prague



Merry Christmas from...

Lonsdale Country Market

Seasons Greetings from...

The Consignment Lodge
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Tish Scheffler Insurance Agency LLC 
Prior Lake

Happy Holidays from...

Crawford's Auto Repair & Tires
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Salon Paws
 New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Goldsmith Eye Care
 New Prague

The Times Christmas Section, December 17, 2020 • 3

Merry Christmas from...

Scott Equipment
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

New Prague ATA 
Family Martial Arts

Seasons Greetings from...

Steve Rynda Construction & Landscape 
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Pizza Ranch
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Marlene Mushitz CRS, GRI, CDPE
ReMax Advantage Plus, New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

TrueLife Realty
Rod & Shelly Tietz, New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Parkview Medical Clinic
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

American Family Insurance
Melissa Kreuser, Agent - New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

The Sullivan Group
ReMax Advantage Plus, New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Dairy Queen
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Patty’s Place
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Praha Village
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Don & Marv Skluzacek Construction
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Wencel Kubes Custom Cabinets 
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Gopher State Railway Museum
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Distinctive Mortgages
Gary Frechette, New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Scheffler Electric
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Skluzacek’s Quality Meats, LLC 
New Prague



Seasons Greetings from...

Lau's Bakery
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Brad Carlson Agency
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Giesen Family Chiropractic
Dr. Heather L. Giesen, New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Jaeckels Well Drilling, Inc.
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Bruzek Funeral Home
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Kubes Realty
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Gothan Krocak, Realtor 
Kubes Realty, New Prague
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Pastor 
Christopher Mark

NewDay Church

The New Prague Times once again asked 
pastors from the New Prague area churches 

to share their reflections on the true meaning of 
Christmas. We hope you take time during the 

holidays to think on these messages and 
share in the true spirit of this season.

Celebrating God's Vaccine

Fear Not

The Light Still Shines

"UNCOMMON" Christmas

He Came to Us

Merry Christmas from St. Wenceslaus 
Catholic Parish!  It has been a long and diffi-
cult year in our local area and in our country.  
We have spent a lot of time social distanc-
ing and “masking up.”  In many ways this 
pandemic has turned our family, friends, and 
neighbors into a faceless enemy whom we 
avoid.  It divides us and tears at the very fab-
ric of our unity as human beings.  

An even worse pandemic is the pandemic 
of sin.  It came into the world dividing fami-
ly, friends, and neighbors.  It put a wall up be-
tween humanity and our creator.  But thanks 
be to God in Jesus Christ!  God himself broke 
down the barrier of sin.  He put on the mask 
of our humanity so that we could look at the 
face of God and live not just in this world but 
in the eternal glory of the Kingdom of Heav-
en.  Christmas is the celebration of God’s 
vaccine for sin.  

God gives us a shot, not in the arm, but in 
the heart!  He gave us His only begotten Son 

to crush the virus of sin through the power 
of His sacrifice.  The first sacrifice of God 
in Jesus Christ was to strip Himself of glory 
and lay in a manger bare.  Then He walked 
among us as one of us experiencing all that 
we experience except sin.  Then He mounted 
the throne of the cross and took upon Him-
self the sin of the world thereby freeing us 
from that same sin.  And as God’s exile in 
this world was temporary and led to a glori-
ous Resurrection, so to our temporary exile 
in a pandemic will lead to a glorious resur-
rection not from a man-made vaccine, but 
through the eternal vaccine for all our ills; 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Merry Christmas!

No one wants to live in a world driven by 
fear, yet it seems we encounter messages 
of fear all over the place these days.  Why? 
Because fear sells.  Fear grabs our atten-
tion.  Fear may even be invoked in efforts 
to gain compliance for a time.  But fear is 
not a weapon to be used.  A parent may gain 
temporary compliance when they raise their 
voice in disciplining a child, but what parent 
wants their family to live in fear of them?  

Fear breaks trust, it crushes hope, it de-
molishes love, it drowns out the message we 
need to hear.  Maybe that is why over and 
over again we see God’s messengers be-
ginning their proclamations with these two 
important words, “Fear not!”  The angelic 
proclamations brought assurance, calmed 
anxieties, and shared hope.  But the Lord 
understood the recipients needed to let go of 
their fears in order to receive the messages 
God had for them.  

There was plenty of fear and anxiety in the 
world when Jesus was born.  But the jour-
ney God makes by entering into the world in 
a manger is a story driven by love, not fear.  
God chooses a humble beginning, becoming 
like one of us, so we can receive the gift of 
his love.  God chose not to reign in fear, but 
to show his love.  Imagine if we were moved 
by love instead of fear?  Imagine how differ-
ent our world would be if we could grasp the 
depth of God’s love for us and if we all could 
share a little bit of that love with the world 
around us.  

Fear not!  May the love of God fill you with 
hope, love, joy and peace this Christmas.  

This time of year, I am always amazed at 
how quickly the sunsets and the night takes 
over. What a contrast to the long days of 
Summer!  It seems that in 2020, the darkness 
of our current circumstances is contrasting 
with previous years of Christmas celebra-
tions. The good news is Jesus is the light for 
these dark times. John 1:5 says of Jesus, "The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it." The light sticks out the 
brightest when the circumstances are darkest. 

Sometime in the next week, turn out all the 
lights and look around at the darkness. Then 
turn the light on and watch what happens. It 
is no surprise that you will find that the light 
wins every time. The same is true with Je-
sus. This December, prepare your heart, open 
the Bible, and read the gospel of Mark, and 

marvel at how Jesus overcomes the darkness 
around Him every time. His death and res-
urrection made it possible for us to live for 
eternity in the light of a relationship with 
God.  When you find yourself struggling 
with the darkness of this world and your own 
heart, put your faith in Jesus, the light of the 
world. The promise of John 12:46 is available 
to any who would reach out in faith. "I have 
come into the world as light so that whoever 
believes in me may not remain in darkness." 
The light still shines! 

uncommon (adjective): 1) not common; 
unusual; rare 2) unusual in amount or degree; 
above the ordinary 3) exceptional; remark-
able.

So much of this year has been uncommon. 
As a Nation we have had unusual heart ache, 
tension and loss traversing through unprec-
edented times. Let us remember that we are 
never alone. Paramount to the Good News 
found in the Christmas story: God is with us!

God sent His one and only Son, Jesus, 
nicknamed Immanuel, meaning “God with 
us”, so that we may truly live. He is with 
us! We are not alone. His uncommon com-
passion and grace is available for all people. 
God is for us!

That’s what we see in the first Christmas. 
Looking at Luke 2:1-21, common shep-
herd’s hearing an uncommon message of 
“peace on earth, goodwill towards all” from 
a remarkable Heavenly Host Choir. The ordi-
nary shepherds experienced an extraordinary 
Christmas.

How’s it with you? Are you able to make 
time to meet with Jesus this Christmas? You 
may respond, “Why would Jesus want to 

meet with me?” He met with everyday com-
mon people in uncommon ways then. Jesus 
has the ability to share an everyday type of 
love today.

If you’re needing hope, Jesus is the best 
hope dealer. His hope will never disappoint. 
If it’s peace that seems out of reach, Jesus is 
the Prince of Peace who freely gives peace 
to all who ask Him. Perhaps you feel short 
on joy. In Jesus’ presence there is the fullness 
of joy!

The first Christmas was uncommon then. 
May our Christmas be uncommon too! May 
we rise up in uncommon resolve through 
faith in Jesus to overcome this unusual sea-
son. Let the peace of heaven bring peace on 
earth. May our ordinary day to day living 
experience the extraordinary goodwill Jesus 
came to give us. Let’s be uncommon!

Grace and Peace,

I can’t wait to go 
back to church. I 
can’t wait to sing 
in a crowded sanc-
tuary again. And I 
can’t wait to place 
my offering in a 
physical offering 
plate, walk up the 
center aisle, and 
receive the body 
and blood of Jesus 
Christ again.

Yet this year, I 
cannot. At Holy 
Trinity, we’re con-
tinuing to hold on-
line worship only. 
Something is defi-

nitely missing when you can’t go to church 
on Sunday mornings and Wednesday eve-
nings, and especially on Christmas Eve.

I also cannot go to a family gathering for 
Christmas this year. Our family has decided 
to minimize face-to-face social interactions 
and love each other by staying apart.  We 
see healthcare workers exhausted, educators 

stretched, businesses struggling, and loved 
ones grieving. We’re trying to do our part to 
weather this storm, to be a part of the solution 
rather than the problem. But on Christmas, it 
is going to feel so strange to not see family 
in person.

The Good News of Christmas, however, 
isn’t about being with family, nor is it about 
being able to be inside the church. The Good 
News of Christmas isn’t that we go to Him, 
it’s that He came to us. Through unsuspecting 
parents relegated to a surprising birthplace, 
God showed us that God would stop at noth-
ing to enter this world that God so loves.

Wherever you find yourself this Christ-
mas- at home (like us), working overtime, or 
in a hospital room, know that the message of 
Christmas is that God comes to you. You are 
not alone. Emmanuel- God is with you. Mer-
ry Christmas, friends. We miss you.

Pastor Ben Bolin
Calvary Church

New Prague

Father Eugene Theisen
St. Wenceslaus Church

New Prague

Co-pastor Ben Hilding
Holy Trinity 

Lutheran Church

Pastors Gordon 
& Melissa Deuel

Crossroads 
Church - Elko 

New Market

Merry Christmas from...

Knights of Columbus
Third Degree - New Prague



Seasons Greetings from...

New Market Bank
Happy Holidays from...

Weiers Snow Removal
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Connelly Plumbing & Heating, LLC
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Odenthal Meats
Montgomery

Happy Holidays from...

Brewster's Bar & Grill
Veseli

Merry Christmas from...

Mala Strana Rehabilitation Center 
& Assisted Living New Prague
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Seasons Greetings from...

Distinctive Mortgages
Gary Frechette, New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Bevcomm
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Heartland Credit Union
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Salon de Beauté & Boutique
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Schoenecker's Iron, LLC
New Prague

Who Would Have Thought?

Thankful for God's Cure

"Christmas Truce"

Christmas in Crisis

Who would have ever thought 2020 would 
be like this? This virus caught everybody 
off guard and was completely unexpected. 
When Covid-19 came on the scene, it began 
to change everything. It changed the way we 
work, travel and go to school. It changed the 
way we shop, entertain and the way we wor-
ship. More recently, it changed how we gath-
er and celebrate Thanksgiving and Christmas

Thinking about a “Covid-Christmas” 
makes me think again how God is the master 
of the unexpected. God has a way of doing 
things backwards and emerging from the 
unexpected. Even Jesus’ ancestry is packed 
with the surprise. Abraham was childless, 
but his descendants number as many as the 
“sands of the sea”. Salmon marries Rachel, 
a Canaanite prostitute. Their son Boaz mar-
ries an outsider named Ruth. Their son was 
the grandfather of King David. Even though 
David committed adultery, murder and lied 
about it, Matthew’s gospel makes sure we 
know Jesus descends from David.

Isn’t that just like God … bringing re-

demption out of brokenness, calamity and 
tragedy? I have no doubt God will do the 
same with this virus. Exactly what and how, 
I don’t pretend to know. But we can be sure 
plenty of good and wonder will arise out of 
these difficult times. 

Jesus’ birth is the ultimate unexpected. 
God himself comes as a vulnerable and help-
less infant in the lowest fashion. He became 
one of us, so that we could become one with 
him. He wrapped himself in rags so that we 
could be lathered with riches. He comes not 
to dazzle with power and might, but to win 
our hearts with love and grace. God in the 
flesh is the idea nobody thought of. Come 
Lord Jesus!

Merry Christmas,
After a stressful year, many would wel-

come good news about a virus. Encour-
agement can be found from reviewing past 
deliverances, including one celebrated as 
“Christmas.”

What disease took 14,000 Americans in 
the first half of the last century, including 
8,400 infants in their first year?  More than 
killing thousands, it deformed and crippled 
many more. The disease had been around 
for centuries, and the attempted cures were 
unpleasant. Cod liver oil was this disease’s 
treatment a century ago, but that dose was 
better than the 18th century’s treatment of 
rubbing snail oil on a child, and giving the 
infant a pottage of snails, earthworms, ale, 
herbs and spices.  This disease still afflicts 
up to one in eleven children in other lands, 
but is practically forgotten among us now—
why?  Mothers simply take calcium and vi-
tamin D! Do you know the name of this one-
time scourge, now forgotten?  Rickets! Let’s 
thank God for having easy treatments, better 
in many ways than consuming snails, earth-

worms or cod liver oil!
God also saw the spiritual problem of sin, 

which breaks people’s relationship with the 
holy Creator of the universe. People tried 
cures for their guilt. Some would inflict pain 
on themselves to try to atone. Others resorted 
to human sacrifices, even of children.  Some 
sacrifice their lives in what they consider a 
“holy struggle” to earn divine approval. God 
has provided the true solution to sin and sep-
aration from God: God sent his own son to be 
born to live a perfect life and die to pay for 
our sins.  Jesus’ birth is Christmas.  We thank 
God for past cures, and the greatest cure of 
all—“A Savior has been born to you. He is 
Christ, the Lord!” Trust him! May God bless 
our land from the current virus.

Believe it or not, five months into WWI, 
there was a momentary truce between Ger-
man and British troops. Though the pope 
himself suggested a ‘Christmas Truce,’ the 
warring leaders would have none of it, so the 
soldiers took matters into their own hands. 
Like the brief flicker of a candle in the dark-
ness, men laid down their arms, crossed en-
emy lines, and shared gestures of goodwill. 
Instead of guns firing and shells exploding, 
Christmas carols were sung back and forth 
from soldiers on each side. Now it’s not 
1914, but it has certainly been a year of ad-
versity. All of us have experienced this one 
way or another. Adversity has a clarifying ef-
fect on our lives. Though it’s painful, it does 
help us refocus our hearts and think about 
what really matters in life. Out of all the clar-
ifying moments hopefully one shines out the 
most during this Christmas season: that you 
and I NEED Jesus. What if in our pain and 
difficulty we looked up instead of around? 

What if we truly adored Christ not as a sea-
sonal accessory but the only God and Savior 
of the world? Christ came because He knows 
we can’t go at life alone and the power of sin 
cannot be broken by our effort or goodness. 
The prophet Isaiah declared, “to us a child is 
born, to us a son is given.” These very words 
were fulfilled 800 years later when the An-
gel said to Joseph, “You shall call His name 
Jesus, for He will save His people from their 
sins.” It’s obvious the world today needs 
Christ as much as the day He was born. The 
question that remains is will you lay down 
your arms to receive Him by faith and give 
Him your life? Merry CHRISTmas!

What a year 2020 has been. Maybe the 
best gift we could experience this crazy year 
is the gift of peace from Jesus Christ. In a 
year of crisis and a year of chaos let's take 
a break and focus on the Prince of Peace. 
Candle light service, Christmas carols and 

communion at 6pm. Come 
and celebrate the greatest 
birthday in history. 

Pastor Steve Trewartha
FaithPoint 

Lutheran Church 

Pastor Henry Koch
Friedens Evangelical 

Lutheran Church

Pastor John Stephens
Community 

Baptist Church
Pastor Garth Heckman

HillSpring Church

Seasons Greetings from...

Don & Marv Skluzacek Construction
New Prague



Seasons Greetings from...

Scott County Abstract & Title
New Prague/Shakopee

Happy Holidays from...

City's Edge Collision & Glass
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Dwayne's Body Shop & Auto Sales
Lonsdale

Happy Holidays from...

Lonsdale Country Market

Seasons Greetings from...

Tupy Insurance Agency
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Giesen Family Chiropractic
Dr. Heather L. Giesen, New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

New Prague Veterinary Clinic
Dr. William Vollmar, Dr. Katie Vollmar

Happy Holidays from...

Edward Jones Financial Advisors
Josh Miller, Sheilina Sperry, New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Lakers New Prague Sanitary Inc.

Merry Christmas from...

M. S. Excavating Inc.
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Minnesota Valley Electric Cooperative
Jordan

Seasons Greetings from...

Braith Auto Repair
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Welcome Auto, Palmer Welcome
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Hoffman Remodeling
New Prague
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Seasons Greetings from...

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
Luther, McFarland, Kuehner & Associates - New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Kneip & Associates
Dan Kneip - New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

New Prague ATA 
Family Martial Arts

Seasons Greetings from...

American Legion Park Ballroom
New Prague

 The holiday season is a 
time when families across the 
globe look forward to the tra-
ditions they’ve passed down 
from generation to genera-
tion. Holiday baking is one 
such tradition in many fami-
lies. 
 From cookies and pies to 
brittles and fudge, there’s 
no shortage of sweet treats 
come the holiday season. 
But who’s recipe collection 
couldn’t benefit from anoth-
er delicious addition? That’s 
just what can be found in 

“Toffee Cheesecake Bars” 
from “Taste of Home Healthy 
Cooking Cookbook” (RDA 
Enthusiast Brands) by the 
Taste of Home/Reader’s Di-
gest Kitchens. 

Toffee Cheesecake Bars
Makes 2½ dozen

1  cup all-purpose flour
3⁄4   cup confectioners’ sugar
1⁄3 cup baking cocoa
1⁄2 cup cold butter
1  8-ounce package 
 reduced-fat cream cheese

1 14-ounce can sweetened  
  condensed milk
2  eggs, lightly beaten
1  teaspoon vanilla extract
1¼ cups milk chocolate   
 English toffee bits, divided

1. In a small bowl, combine 
the flour, confectioners’ sug-
ar, cocoa and baking soda. 
Cut in butter until mixture re-
sembles coarse crumbs. Press 
in the bottom of an ungreased 
13-inch x 9-inch baking dish. 
Bake at 350 F for 12 to 15 
minutes or until set.

2. In a large bowl, beat cream 
cheese until fluffy. Add the 
milk, eggs and vanilla; beat 
until smooth. Stir in 3⁄4 cup 
toffee bits. Pour over crust. 
Bake 18 to 22 minutes longer 
or until center is almost set.

3. Cool on a wire rack for 
15 minutes. Sprinkle with 
remaining toffee bits; cool 
completely. Cover and refrig-
erate for 8 hours overnight.  

A keeper for holiday dessert trays

Seasons Greetings from...

American Legion Park Ballroom
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Coborn's
New Prague



Seasons Greetings from...

Connelly Plumbing & Heating, LLC
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Skluzacek Cabinetry & Woodworking 
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Steve Rynda Construction & Landscape 
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Patty’s Place
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Pete’s Repair Service, Inc.
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Back & Neck Clinic of New Prague
Dr. Jeremy Tupy and Dr. Jolene Otremba

Happy Holidays from...

Scheffler Electric
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Dual Air Inc.
Greg Lambrecht - New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Salon Paws
 New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

South Metro Small Engine Repair
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

The Sullivan Group
ReMax Advantage Plus, New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Main Street Dental
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Coborn's
New Prague
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Dear Santa,
I have been really good this year! I would 
like a RC Monster Truck that goes 50 MPH. 
A little RC car that goes 20 MPH. Indominus 
Rex Lego set with Tricera tops. Please bring 
something for my dog LuLu too!

Love, 
Indy (Schlief), age 5

Dear Santa,
I have been really good this year. I would 
like a Nintendo and LED Lights. And Lego 
cars and science exp and RC car 35 MPH and 
high amp badreas for RC car. 

Isaac (Schlief), age 7

Dear Santa,
I hope you and rudolf had a fun year. This 
year me and my brothr Gunner have ben 
good. I think. I would like num noms snack-
ables and a lot of them please and thank you.

Love,
Elle Womble, age 8

Dear Santa,
I am good. Please bring me a big shooter 
(Nerf) gun and a green motorcycle. Please 
and thank you.

Love,
Gunner Womble, age 3

Dear, Santa
There is two things I want for Christmas 
from you. #1 that ornament from Christmas 
Chronicles but instead of there dad I want 
Duke. Duke is an awesome dog that i lost 
and I want Duke back so thats why I need 
that ornament. #2 an iPad because my broth-
er alway's take it from me but also they say 
"it's not your iPad it's the home iPad" that is 
true but then they say "you have a tablet go 
on that" Thats true but my tablet is broken 
so i can't go on it but if I get my own iPad 
they cant take it also Tommy and Ryan dont 
need because Ryan has an iPad and Tommy 

has a working tablet also Ryan only needs 
the home iPad for among us, joirand and 
crash, and color and fill 3D thats all and 
Tommy only needs it for those same 
things so thats why inced an iPad and a 
Duk ornament.

Sincerely,
Lucy Cameron

Dear Santa
I hope that you and Mrs. Claus are doing 
well. I know you are very busy at the North 
Pole getting ready for december. This is a big 
thing to ask is there any way i could get my 
elf on the shelf Zarf get here errly.

Love 
Jackson

 
Dear Santa,
My name is Charlie and I am 6 years old. 
This year I have been very nice. For Christ-
mas, please bring me joy by bringing my dad-
dy home or love (anything with hearts!)

Love, 
Charlie Kassler

Dear Santa,
My name is Nora and I am 3 years old. This 
year I have been very nice. For Christmas, 
please bring me: 1) an ipad 2) or a new fish 
for my fish tank! P.s. please bring my baby 
sister Madi a new paci!

Love, 
Nora Pexa

Dear Santa,
I hope you get this. I changed my mind for 
Christmas I want a puppy pls. You problay 
know I always wanted one. I want a beagle 
and I want it to be a male. Pls don't get me 
anything else Santa I just want a beagle. I 
want it perfect for me. I'm 10 years old now 
you can be 7 to have your own dog. So thats 
all I want.

XOXO from Henry

Dear Santa,
I can't wait till Christmas. All want for 
Christmas is a jingle bell from your reindeer 
thats my wish. I hope you can do that. If you 
can't that's OK. Im in 4th grade now. And im 
10 years old. I hope you have a good day. 
Thanks for the letter go gave me on Christ-
mas day.

from Henry

I feel bad for you cause you hav two carry so 
muh presn!

From Penny

Dear Santa,
I have been good this year. If you have time, 
I would like a Nerf gun and anything with the 
Mandalorian.
 My brother Mason is little so I will write 
for him. He also has been good and would 
like walkie talkie.

Merry Christmas Santa!
Paxton & Mason Sticha, ages 7 & 3

Merry Christmas from...

Dairy Queen
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Optimal Sports Physical Therapy
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Wencel Kubes Custom Cabinets 
New Prague



Seasons Greetings from...

New Prague Dental Center
Jeremy Derksen, D.D.S.

Happy Holidays from...

Jackie Lee, Realtor
 ReMax Advantage Plus, New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Gopher State Railway Museum
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Scott County Abstract & Title
New Prague/Shakopee

Seasons Greetings from...

M. S. Excavating Inc.
New Prague
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Dear Santa
I'm very excited for Christmas this year! I 
liked visiting with you when I came to see 
you. I've been a good boy this year and help-
ing my mommy and daddy. I'm looking for-
ward to Tinsel the Elf coming to stay at my 
house. I'll feed him lots of bananas. This year 
on my Christmas list I'm asking for Leonardo 
costume and swords, monster Jam Stadium, 
toy dirtbikes, Ninjago legos and Thor the 
Avenger. I will leave you cookies, apples, ba-
nanas and chocolate milk when you make a 
stop at my house on Christmas Eve!

Merry Christmas Love-
Bennett Jackson (almost 4 years old)

Dear Santa,
I am so esidid that Tinsel can cum to my 
House! I want a slime kit and LOL's and 
American Girl iec creme truk, Shopkin or-
nament, Barbie Junastik's, Hatchimals and 
craft kit's. Thank you so much Santsa. I have 
ben good! I will give you a glas uv milk and 
cookie's and carits for the randeer. Mare Cris-
mus Santa! Are you excited for Crismis?

Love - 
Adelynn (or Addy Jackson), age 7

Dear Santa,
I wonder how your reindeer fly? I hope you 
fly safe on Christmas. For Christmas I would 
like, a Dinosaur toy set, a big Jurassic World 
T-Rex toy, and a yellow nerf gun. Please also 
bring a doll for my sister Adeline.

Love,
Ray Simon, age 5

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I would like a Present Pal pup-
py, a doll set and a Princess Party dress doll 
set. Fly safe on Christmas!

Love,
Vivian Simon, age 3

Dear Santa
Robot vacuum charger please thank you.

Kolton Herring, age 6

Dear Santa,
I only want 5 thing's for xmas
1. cholcete pen.
2. panda stuffy.
3. candy.
4.Covid 19 to stop.
5. for Lyla to have a pet.
 Ps I live in the USA Minasota new pruge

Love, 
Lanie Jane Westrum

Hi Santa
for Christmas this year. I would like to have 
the iPhone X5 in the color Space gray in the 
size 256GB from Boost Mobile please. And 
an should've asked case. And and an keep sc-
crolling case. And and and an Perfectly imper-
fect phone case. And and and and an skeletong 
yoga case. and an custom iPhone case: Black 
Marble. And an custom iPhone case: White 
Marble. And an What's Your Sign? (ver.2) 
case.

Michayla Hemmer, age 16

Dear Santa,
Hi Santa, for chirshmas this year I would 
like a Nintento Switch, Minecraft Ninten-
to Switch video game, software, complete 
christmas collection inquisitor master, Kinet-
ic sand, five nights at fready's: fazbear fright: 
four book boxed set, five night's at freddy's: 
vr help wanted and Ocalus - quest 2 advanced 
all-in-one virual reality headset - 64GB, that 
is all and it's okay if you don't get me all of it. 
I will still be happy with what I have.

Sincerely
Peyton Hemmer, age 10

Dear Santa,
My name is Adeline and I am almost 3 years 
old! I hope you are happy! For Christmas this 
year I would like...
1. Barbies
2. Baby Barbies
3. Big doll like my sissy
4. Babies
5. Tobi Smartwatch - pink

Adeline Vlasak, age 2

dear santa,
how are you doing? for Christmas I would 
like
1. Barbie glamper
2. Limited Udition big LOL
3. Chelsea color reveal
4. glitter LOL
5. Polly Pockets
6. hover board
7. our generation princess
  doll and accessories
8. have a good time with 
  my family
9. Tobi Robot - Pink

Reagan

Dear Santa, I wonder how your reindeer fly?

Happy Holidays from...

Edward Jones Financial Advisors
Josh Miller, Sheilina Sperry, New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Edina Realty
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Joe's Shoe Repair
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Main Street Dental
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Patty’s Place
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Praha Village
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Salon de Beauté & Boutique
New Prague



Seasons Greetings from...

American Family Insurance
Melissa Kreuser, Agent - New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

M. S. Excavating Inc.
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Coborn’s
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Parkview Medical Clinic
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

To The Pointe! Dance Academy
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Optimal Sports Physical Therapy
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Nancy Witt, Realtor
Pinpoint Realty, New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

New Prague Mini Storage
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Dear Santa...
I want a new little ifoneII and a romeo car and a 
collection of little cans and a girl elf on the self

love
sane

To Santa
I think I was a good kid and I would realy like 
these things and if I could get one it would be 
Christmas List
a Switch.
1. Nintendo Switch
2. Fortnite for Switch
3. animal crossing
4. tv for switch
5. legos NO boats I have enogh
6. rc wheels for traxes stampede 2 sets
7. Robucks
8. a little dirt bike (unreelistic)

from:
Logan Litcher 

To Santa
Christmas List
1. crocs
2. New wheel’s for RC car
3. 100 million V Bucks
4. Kitten
5. puppy
6. PS4 or Nintendo Switch
7. Remoet fo PS4 or Switch

from:
Lincoln Litscher

Dear Santa,
My name is Autumn. I am 6 1/2 years old. I 
want
1. LOL Plane
2. Bath Bombs
3. Jewelry
4. Jandy Jane Jandy
5. Knee pads elbow pads
I have been a litile naugtnty but I am working 
on being good.

Love
Autumn Verhoevon

Dear Santa,
My name Nik. I am 7 1/2.
1. Skate board with xbox contelle
2. Pokeomon mini
3. knee pads elbow pads
4. Books
5. P18 Hoverboard
How are your reindeer?

Love
Nik Verhoeven

Dear Santa,
My name is Memphis. I am 3 months old. 
I’ve been a very good boy. I would like a 
walker, diapers and wipes for Christmas.

Love, 
Memphis Verhoeven

Dear, Santa, 
this is Lana Bartusek I just wanted to tell you 
some things I want for xmas  I am sure you 
now what my list is because you have been 
waching us but just making sure.
• yeti cup
• apple wach
• fake fit bit
• fake nails
• slime
• real fit bit
• art stuff XOXO 

Lana

Dear Santa,
Thank you for giving us presents. You are so 
nice. We love your work. I would like a head 
of hair for practicing hair (Elsie). Can I have 
a basketball hoop and basketball (Cora)? Can 
I please have a scooter and a Barbie grocery 
store (Alaina)?

Merry Christmas!
Elsie Goldade, 9 Cora Goldade, 8 

Alaina Goldade, 6

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I would like a Steelers winter 
hat, Madden 21 and a Robux gift card. MAY-
BE a computer cause who knows if I will get 
one for my birthday and maybe some yellow 
football gloves would be nice. I’d also like a 
Washington jersey from the Steelers, but the 
away jersey type.

From,
Connor Hoffman - age 10

Dear Santa,
This year I want Our Generation (OG) dolls, 
clothes, tub, washer and dryer. I’d also like 
OG me and you PJ’s and backpack. Maybe a 
shoe stand for them too.

Love,
Sydney Hoffman - age 7

Dear Santa,
For Christmas, I would like Twisty Pets and 
some koala shoes and pants. I’d also like a 
Joovy stroller. Could you please convince my 
mom and dad to let me redo my bedroom? 
Thank you, Santa!

Love,
Nora Luskey, Age 9

Dear Santa,
My name is Grady and I am 5 years old. I 
have been a good boy this year! I would like 
a Fortnite nerf gun. I would also like some 
Pokeman Legendary Cards to play with my 
friends. I would really a new bed with lights. 
See you soon Santa.

Love, 
Grady Wagner, Age 5

Hi Santa, 
My name is Emelynn and I am in 4th grade. 
I would love the Sims 4 Pet game. I would 
also really like the Ivy and Bean books and a 
purse. I have been a great helper this year. I 
would also really like a Gatorade bottle with 
my name on it. Can’t wait until you come to 
our house, Santa. 

Love, 
Emelynn Wagner, Age 9.5

Dear Santa,
I have been a pretty good helper this year. I 
do like to pick on my brother and sister from 
time to time. I would really like a new pair 
of Croc shoes, hockey skates, and a new red 
Xbox 1 Controller. I am enjoying the Middle 
School this year. Have a safe trip around the 
world.

Love, 
Noah Wagner Age 11.5

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I bet the elves are busy at 
the North Pole making many toys for Christ-
mas right now. I have been a very good boy 
this year and listen to my Daddy and Mommy 
and clean up my toys when I am done. I have 
been working really hard this year on writing 
my letters and learning to read. For Christ-
mas this year, I would like Hot wheel cars 
and ramps, a Guitar, Legos, a Batman cave 
and a Batman car. Please bring my brother 
Logan, the new PS5 Spiderman game, a sled 
and a new book, and for my sister Blake, 
please bring her new Barbies, a Hover board 
and new stuffed animal. Don’t forget about 
my dog Coco she would like a new bone too! 
I will leave out milk and cookies for you San-
ta and carrots for the reindeer on Christmas 
Eve.

Love,
 Weston Hanson (Age 3)

OH elfy.
OH elfey
oh elfy,
you are verry kind,

Song by: Oliver & Crew
(Oliver Nytes)

Dear Santa, I hope you and Rudolf had a fun year.

Happy Holidays from...

Brad Carlson Agency
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Bruzek Funeral Home
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Lonsdale Country Market
Happy Holidays from...

Main Street Dental
New Prague



Seasons Greetings from...

Distinctive Mortgages
Gary Frechette, New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Johnson Towing
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Deutsch Construction
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Skluzacek Cabinetry & Woodworking 
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

The Depot by Main Venues, LLC
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Patty’s Place
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

American Legion Park Ballroom
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Salon Paws
 New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Connelly Plumbing & Heating, LLC
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

South Metro Small Engine Repair
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

K.A. Witt Construction
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Tupy Insurance Agency
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Scott County Abstract & Title
New Prague/Shakopee

Seasons Greetings from...

Wencel Kubes Custom Cabinets 
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Novak Companies, LLC
Veseli

Happy Holidays from...

New Prague Auto Repair
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Happy Holidays from...

New Prague ATA 
Family Martial Arts

Happy Holidays from...

Praha Village
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Salon de Beauté & Boutique
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Scheffler Electric
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Scott Equipment
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Weiers Snow Removal
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Edward Jones Financial Advisors
Josh Miller, Sheilina Sperry, New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Gopher State Railway Museum
New Prague



Happy Holidays from...

Hertaus Construction
Webster

Merry Christmas from...

TrueLife Realty
Rod & Shelly Tietz, New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Uncle Earl’s Pet Center
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

To The Pointe! Dance Academy
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Bill & Nick Hertaus Flooring
Services, Inc.  Veseli

Merry Christmas from...

Mala Strana Rehabilitation Center 
& Assisted Living New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Parkview Medical Clinic
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Bruzek Funeral Home
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

The New Prague Times
New Prague
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Merry Christmas from...

Pizza Ranch
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Don & Marv Skluzacek Construction
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Kubes Furniture & Flooring
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

The Sullivan Group
ReMax Advantage Plus, New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Equipment Coating, Inc.
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Chuck Nickolay
Mayor of New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

South Metro Small Engine Repair
New Prague

The New Prague Times asked for favorite 
holiday memories to feature in this year’s 
Christmas section. Below are several 
memories shared by Diane Smith and 
Jennifer Leff of past Christmases in New 
Prague.

Memories of candy, customs and lights

I remember in the late 1950's to early 60's Si-
mon's grocery store would bring out all these 
goodies at Christmas: Sponge candy, ribbon candy 
and my dad's favorite haystacks (coconut cream 
covered in chocolate). Simon's would also have a 
barrel of herring and another of mixed nuts. 

There would also be frozen northern and wall-
eye. It was a Czech custom to have fish on Christ-
mas Eve.

I also remember local stores would gift wrap all 
your Christmas purchases. Another fond memory 
was driving down main street and seeing all the 
wonderful street light decorations. 

Good memories. ~ Diane Smith
Growing up, we would 

attend the Christmas 
Eve candlelight service 
at church and then 
drive around, looking at 
Christmas lights. I fondly 
remember the coziness 
of the vehicle with my 
family, the smell of Dad's 
pipe, and the glowing 
lights illuminating the 
darkness. ~ Jennifer Leff
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Merry Christmas from...

Hertaus Floors
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Marquardt Jewelers
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Canine Country Club
Elko New Market

Merry Christmas from...

American Family Insurance
Melissa Kreuser, Agent - New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Knights of Columbus Building Commission
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

River Country Coop - Speedway
West New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

P. Skluzacek Builders, Inc.
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Braith Auto Repair
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Tikalsky Laser
Dan Tikalsky - New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
Luther, McFarland, Kuehner & Associates - New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

City Club Bar
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Stasney Electric
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Tim’s Small Engine
Lonsdale

Merry Christmas from...

Dairy Queen
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Patty’s Place
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Scott Equipment
New Prague

Simple ways to prolong the life of poinsettias
 The red foliage on poin-
settias are actually modified 
leaves called bracts. The 
flowers are the small, yel-
low buds in the center of the 
plant.
 Poinsettias and their rich 
red, white or variegated 
color schemes are the ideal 
backdrop for Christmas cel-
ebrations. In fact, poinsettias 
are among the most popular 
decorative flowers during the 
holiday season.
 According to the 2013 
USDA Floriculture Statistics 
report, poinsettias accounted 
for about one-quarter (23 per-
cent) of all flowering potted 
plant sales that year. Roughly 
34 million poinsettia plants 
are sold in a given season. In-
digenous to Central America, 
the plant was introduced to 
North America in the 1820s 
when Joel Roberts Poinsett, 
the first United States Min-
ister to Mexico, brought the 
red-and-green plant back 
with him from a trip abroad.
 While millions of poin-
settias will be purchased for 
the holiday season, many 
mistakenly think their utility 
ends once New Year’s Day 
has come and gone. But with 
proper care poinsettia plants 
can continue to thrive and 
bring warmth and beauty to 
a home long after the holiday 

decorations have been tucked 
away.
• Choose a hearty plant. Ex-
perts with the University of 
Vermont Extension Depart-
ment of Plant and Soil Sci-

ence say that many people 
mistake the plant’s leaves for 
its flowers. The red, white or 
pink bracts are actually mod-
ified leaves. The flowers of 
the plant are the yellow clus-

tered buds in the center called 
“cyathia.” Choose poinsettia 
plants that have buds which 
are, ideally, not yet open.
• Keep the temperature con-
sistent. Poinsettias prefer a 

room temperature between 
60 and 68 F during the day 
and 10 degrees cooler at 
night. Humidity levels be-
tween 20 and 50 percent are 
ideal. Group plants on wa-

ter-filled trays full of pebbles 
to help increase humidity 
levels.
• Place near sunlight. The 
United Kingdom-based 
Perrywood floral company 
advises placing poinsettia 
plants near a bright window-
sill but not in direct sunlight. 
Do not let a poinsettia touch 
cold window panes.
• Avoid drafts. The plants are 
sensitive to drafts and chang-
es in temperature. So it’s 
best to keep poinsettias away 
from drafty doors, windows, 
radiators, or fireplaces.
• Don’t drown the roots. Wait 
until the surface of the com-
post dries out before water-
ing the plant anew. Also, the 
decorative foil wrapper that 
covers pots can trap water 
and lead to root rot. Remove 
it or poke holes in the bottom 
to allow for drainage.
• Cut back plants. Come mid-
March, cut back the plant by 
half to encourage new shoots, 
suggests the University of Il-
linois Extension. The plants 
also can be placed outside 
in the spring after the risk 
of frost has passed. Bring 
poinsettias back in around 
mid-September to early Oc-
tober to force them to bloom 
again.

The red foliage on poinsettias are actually modified leaves called bracts. The flowers are the small, yellow buds in the 
center of the plant.



Merry Christmas from...

South Metro Carpet & Upholstery Cleaners 
Jordan

Happy Holidays from...

To The Pointe! Dance Academy
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Tupy Insurance Agency
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Patty’s Place
New Prague
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Seasons Greetings from...

West End Liquors
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Skluzacek Cabinetry & Woodworking 
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Weiers Snow Removal
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Steve Rynda Construction & Landscape 
New Prague

Lisa Ingebrand
The New Prague Times

 Among the many letters to Santa 
The Times received this year was a 
special note penned by New Prague 
resident Miroslava Kapranov and 
her family.

Instead of toys or treats, the 
Kapranov family asked Santa to 
help a young mother and her chil-
dren on the other side of the world.

The family in need resides in 
Kyrgyzstan, a country of about 
6.316 million people, nestled be-
tween China, Kazakhstan, Uzbeki-
stan, and Tajikistan.

 “We started to help the family 
seven years ago when the husband 
started to drink,” Miroslava ex-
plained. “He beat his wife, Anasta-

sia, and she took the children and 
left the house. We started to rent her 
a new place to live.”

At the time, Anastasia was not 
able to work because she was preg-
nant with her fifth child and need-
ed to stay home with her youngest 
child, who was just two years old. 
But, with the assistance coming 
from Miroslava’s family, things 
were working out.

Then, after two years and her 
husband seeking help at a rehabili-
tation center, Anastasia and her hus-
band reunited. She and the children 
moved back home.

“But after couple months, she 
understood that nothing changed, 
and he started using alcohol again,” 
explained Miroslava. “She left the 

house with the 
kids. However, 
she was pregnant 
with her sixth 
child.”

M i r o s l a v a 
and her family 
stepped up once 
again to help An-
astasia pay rent 
on a place to live. 
This went on until about a year and 
a half ago, when Anastasia’s father 
died and she inherited his one-bed-
room condo.

Currently, Anastasia earns be-
tween $20 and $30 a month, mop-
ping church floors.

“It’s a hard life for them,” Miro-
slava stated. “We do what we can 

to help.”
Anastasia’s story is especially 

near and dear to Miroslava’s heart 
because she grew up with Anastasia 
in Kyrgyzstan.

Miroslava immigrated to the 
United States from Kyrgyzstan 12 
years ago and married Stanislav, a 
Kyrgyzstan native who relocated to 
the U.S. in 2000. The couple moved 
their family of seven (children: 
Dennis (11), Dena (10), Lera (al-
most 9), and twins Jessica and Erica 
(almost 7), from Prior Lake to New 
Prague about two years ago.

“We like small town life. It’s like 
a family… where almost everyone 
knows each other,” stated Miro-
slava, who home schools all five 
kids, who enjoy studying the Rus-
sian language and singing in their 
church choir.

The idea to write a letter to Santa 
came via radio waves.

“I heard on the radio about the 
‘Letter for Santa’ and came back 
home and told my children about 
it,” she explained.

But, the children surprised her.
“They said they don’t need pres-

ents for themselves, but they’d like 
the poor family in Kyrgyzstan, 
whom we pray for, to receive this 

year,” stated Miroslava, who then 
penned the following in her fami-
ly’s letter to Santa:

“They live far away from church 
and from markets, and have prob-
lems getting there. They dream 
about having a car. They want to 
buy pre-owned, but need $3,000 for 
that. It isn’t possible because the 
mother earns $20 - $30 per month. 
We help them to buy food because 
$30 is not enough even for that. So, 
we believe a car would be a dream 
come true for this family!”

 According to Miroslava, a car 
would also make it easier for the 
family to get groceries and give 
them much needed enjoyment.

“Kyrgyzstan has a lake, where 
people can swim,” she stated. “An-
astasia’s kids have a dream to spend 
time on the beach in the summer... 
If she would have her own car it 
would mean a lot of opportunities 
for her kids. They can explore… 
Kyrgyzstan has a lot of mountains, 
which is the best place to rest with 
family, waterfalls, and a hot spring, 
but to get there is nearly impossible 
without a car.”

Anyone wishing to help Miro-
slava’s family ensure Anastasia 
and her children can purchase a 
much-needed vehicle can give their 
financial gift to Miroslava, who 
uses MoneyGram to transfers funds 
to Anastasia in Kyrgyzstan.

Miroslava can be reached by call-
ing 952-297-5513. Donations can 
be mailed to 3902 West 280th St., 
New Prague.

“I can show all the receipts if peo-
ple donate, and I will share a photo 
of Anastasia with the car when they 
buy it,” Miroslava stated. “This will 
be a wonderful gift for them.”

Photos courtesy of Miroslava Kaprahov

The Stanisluv and Miroslava 
Kapranov family of New Prague 
is hoping Santa—and the New 
Prague community—will help 
them provide a much needed car 
to a family in need in Kyrgyzstan. 
The Kapranov family is pictured 
(left to right): Dena (10), Lera 
(almost 9), Erica (almost 7), Jes-
sica (almost 7), Miroslava, Dennis 
(11), and Stanislav. 

Anastasia’s family is pictured in 
Kyrgyzstan.
 

A special Santa letter
Local family asks Santa
to help a family in need
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Seasons Greetings from...

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
Luther, McFarland, Kuehner & Associates - New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

JR Services
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Pizza Ranch
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

First Bank & Trust
Member FDIC, New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Central Fire Protection
Jim Becker - New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Brad Carlson Agency
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

TrueLife Realty
Rod & Shelly Tietz, New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Deutsch Construction
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

State Farm Insurance
Molly McGillen, New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Mach Lumber
New Prague

Merry Christmas from...

Mala Strana Rehabilitation Center 
& Assisted Living New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Optimal Sports Physical Therapy
New Prague



Merry Christmas from...

Suel Printing Company
New Prague
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Covid can’t stop the

Patrick Fisher Photos 

(above) The Emeott family of Elko New Market visit with Santa at Cedar 
Brook Garden Center, north of New Prague, on Saturday, Nov. 21. From left is Tracy, Shawn, Troy 
and Ben. Santa visited with children, who kept their distance and several wore masks during the vis-
its, which were spaced out. Families could also make s’mores and enjoy hot chocolate and cider. (cen-
ter)The Verhoeven siblings, from left, Autumn, Memphis and Nikolai, children of Matt and Kaitlynn 
Verhoeven of New Prague, enjoyed their time with Santa. (upper right) Reese Pacquette was dressed 

festively for her visit with Santa. (right) Teagan, left, 
holding baby brother Ethan, sister Emila and brother 
Reed were among the many children that had pictures 
with Santa at Cedar Brook Garden Center.

Bill Nelson, left, and daughter Katie, 
both of New Prague, help at the New 
Prague Kettle Drive for the Salvation 
Army on Thursday, Dec. 3,  at Cob-
orn’s Marketplace and Little Duke’s. 
Donations made during the Kettle 
Drive will stay local in Scott and Le 
Sueur counties.

(above) Santa waves during the San-
ta Cruise Through New Prague the evening 
of Friday, Dec. 4. The cruise went through 
several neighborhoods in town with families 
watching and enjoying the event.

Santa waves to people pass-
ing by during Elko New Mar-
ket’s Christmas Tree Lighting 
Drive-Thru the evening of Sat-
urday, Dec. 5. Children were de-
lighted to see Santa, plus a few 
dropped off their letters to the 
Jolly Old Elf at a mailbox. 

A couple of Santa’s helpers wave 
to families lined up in front of 
Falcon Ridge Elementary School 
in New Prague during the Santa 
Cruise Through New Prague.

Seasons Greetings from...

Bevcomm
New Prague

Happy Holidays from...

Braith Auto Repair
New Prague

Seasons Greetings from...

Edina Realty
New Prague

Remembering 
the reason 

for the season
A simple Nativity scene 
along Pershing Avenue 
in New Prague reminds 
people of how the first 
Christmas was the birth 
of a child in a humble 
manger and while hon-
ored by angels and kings, 
that child was a herald of 
a message of peace and 
good will to all.
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In this season of faith, hope 
and togetherness, we wish 

you every blessing.

Owned by 
Mary and Steve Frost 

952-758-4949  •  New Prague

St. Wenceslaus 
Parish

Father Eugene Theisen, 
Pastor 

Father Michael Skluzacek, 
Sacramental Minister 

 
Christmas Eve 

Thursday, 
December 24th 

St. Wenceslaus – Masses 
4, 6 & 9:30 pm 

St. John – Mass 11 pm 
 

Christmas Day 
Friday, December 25th 
St. Scholastica – Mass 

9 am 
St. Wenceslaus – Mass 

10:30 am 
 

New Year’s Eve – 
Solemnity of Mary Vigil

Thursday, 
December 31st 

St. Wenceslaus – Mass 
5 pm 

 St. John - Mass 7 pm
 

Solemnity of Mary – 
New Year’s Day 

Friday, January 1st 
St. Wenceslaus – Mass 

10 am

Holy Trinity 
Lutheran 
Church
New Prague

Pastors Ben and Alicia 
Hilding

Services premiered on 
Facebook and YouTube

Thursday, Dec. 24
2 pm, 5 pm and 10 pm – 

Christmas Eve 

Tapestry 
Vineyard Church

Elko New Market
Pastor Shari and Rick 

Luebbert
Christmas online teach-
ing series leading up to 

Christmas Eve is The Gift 
of Risk. Watch it on Tap-
estry Vineyard Church's 

Facebook page or directly 
on Tapestry Vineyard 

Church's YouTube 
            Channel.

Community 
Baptist Church

New Prague
Pastor John Stephens

Sunday, Dec. 20, 
10:30 am - Christmas 

Worship Service
 (online or in person)

FaithPoint
Lutheran
Church

 New Prague
Pastor Steve Trewartha

Sunday, Dec. 20 
10 am - Worship includes 
special video presentation 

from the children
 (online only)

Thursday, Dec. 24
Christmas Eve 

(in-person and online)
3, 4:30 and 10 pm - 

Christmas Eve Services
All with Candlelight 
Service and Special 

Music selections
Limited Covid-safe seat-
ing. Pre-register to secure 
a seat at Faithpointlc.org

Sunday, Dec. 27
10 am – Online only

Calvary Church
Pastor Benjamin Bolin

830 4th Ave SW, 
New Prague 

Sunday, Dec. 20 
Special Christmas Music 
and Message during the 

morning worship service. 
8:45 am and 10:45 am 

Thursday, December 24 
Family Christmas Eve 

Services
5 pm and 6:15 pm 

All services in-person and 
streamed online

www.calvarychurchmn.org

Friedens 
Evangelical 
Lutheran 
Church

www.efriedens.com
New Prague, 

Lanesburgh Township
Pastor Henry Koch

Thursday, Dec. 24
 3 pm and 6:30 pm - 

Christmas Eve Service
 (Masks are required)

Friday, Dec. 25
9 am - Christmas Day

 Service
 (Masks are required)

Services are live-streamed 
and recorded and can be 
found at efriedens.com

St. Patrick and 
St. Catherine 

Catholic Church
Cedar Lake Township

Father Mike Miller

Thursday, Dec. 24       
4:30 pm – 

St. Catherine—carols
5 pm – St. Catherine

6:30 pm – 
St. Patrick—carols
7 pm – St. Patrick
Friday, Dec. 25                   

 8:30 am – St. Catherine
10:30 am – St. Patrick

Thursday, Dec. 31      
5 pm – St. Patrick

Friday, Jan. 1, 2021
9 am – St. Catherine
11 am – St. Patrick

Most Holy 
Trinity Catholic 

Church
Veseli

Father John Lapensky

Thursday, Dec. 24, 
4:30 pm and 9 pm – 

Christmas Vigil Mass
Friday, Dec. 25, 

9 am – Christmas Day 
Mass

Thursday, Dec. 31, 
5 pm – Solemnity of

 Mary Vigil Mass
Friday, Jan. 1, 2021
 9 am – Solemnity of

 Mary Mass

Church of the
Immaculate
Conception

Lonsdale
Fr. Nick VanDenBroeke

Thursday, Dec. 24
3 pm, 5 pm (will be live-

streamed) and 10 pm
Friday, Dec. 25 

9 am - Christmas Mass  
(will be live-streamed)

Thursday, Dec. 31
4 pm – Mass

Friday, Jan. 1, 2021
9 am - Mass 

(will be live-streamed)

Trondhjem
Lutheran
Church

1 mile E of Lonsdale 
on Hwy. 19

Pastor Sue Leibnitz

Thursday, Dec. 24 - 
Christmas Eve service 

will be pre-recorded and 
available on their Face-

book page and website at 
TrondhjemLutheran.org 

 

St. Nicholas
Catholic
Church

www.stncc.net
Elko New Market

Father Nick VanDenBroeke
Father John Powers

Wednesday, Dec. 23
7 pm – Advent Penance 

Service
Thursday, Dec. 24, 

Christmas Eve
3 pm - Mass

5 pm – Christmas Eve 
Mass (live-streamed)

10 pm – Christmas Eve 
Mass 

Friday, Dec. 25
9 am – Christmas Day 
Mass (live-streamed)
Thursday, Dec. 31

5 pm – Mass - Mary, 
Mother of God

Friday, Jan. 1, 2021
9 am – Mass - Mary, 

Mother of God 
(live-streamed)

St. John’s 
Lutheran 
Church

Webster
Rev. Donavon Riley

Thursday, Dec. 24 
7 pm - Christmas Eve 

Service
Friday, Dec. 25

10 am - Christmas 
Morning Service

NewDay Church
New Prague

Pastor Christopher Mark

Thursday, Dec. 24
4 pm – Family Celebration 

Service
10 pm –Candlelight 

Service
Both services offered in 
person, online through 

Facebook and drive in on 
96.9 FM

 

Crossroads 
Church
Eagle View 

Elementary School
Pastors Gordon & 

Melissa Deuel

Elkonewmarketchurch.com
Facebook: Crossroads 
Church – Elko New 

Market
Sunday, Dec. 20 

– 10 am 
(live and on Facebook)

Thursday, Dec. 24,
5 pm – Candlelight 

Service
 (live and on Facebook)

Triumphant Life 
Church
Lonsdale

221 2nd Ave. NW
Pastor Ben Fenderson

Sunday, Dec. 20
9 am – Christmas Service 

with Communion
Thursday, Dec. 24

6 pm - Christmas Eve 
service

Services will be available 
online at facebook.com/

triumphantlifeag
 

Spirit of Life 
Church
New Prague

Pastor Jamie Prip

Sunday, Dec. 20
10:30 am – Kids 

Christmas Program
Thursday, Dec. 24

5 pm – Christmas Eve 
Service

Sunday, Dec. 27
10:30 am – Family 
Christmas Service

HillSpring
Church
New Prague

Pastor Garth Heckman

Thursday, Dec. 24 – 
6 pm Service –

 Christmas in Chaos
No Christmas Sunday 

service
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